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Religion^ became a matter of conduct, of good deeds, of
works with only a vague background of faith. It became
highly functional, highly pragmatic: it became a guarantee of
success, moral and material. The world of which Henry
Ward Beecher on one side and Colonel Ingcrscll on the other
were such representative specimens WHS not quite the world
of Harnack and Ronar. Newman. Liddon, Gore. Loisy,
Denifle, Denny. Theological schools turned from theology
to a form of anthropology, a moralistic and optimistic form*
but ^anthropology all the same. The k* proper study of
mankind is man " was the evasion fay which many American
divines escaped rhe necessity for thoughr about God.
^In the twentieth century, this policy suddenly ceased to be
adequate. The fight over "fundamentalism," whether it took
the form of the so-called "monkey trial"1 at Dayton, Ten-
nessee, or the listing of "evolution" as one cf the serious
causes of srress between daughters and parents in Muncie,
Indiana, or the fight in the Princeton Theological Seminary
over the place of orthodox Calvinism in the last home town
of Jonathan^ Edwards, was a fight over a very real problem.
In the making of America, views about the relationship cf
God and Man had played a great part. If the God of the first
settlers, and the God of the frontier who had converted so
many tens of thousands in the straw pens of so many camp
meetings, was no longer the God of the new universities, of
the new technology, what was to replace Him ? Could any-
thing replace Him but "Democracy" made into an object
of worship, or business, or success? Nobody knew; nobody
knows, yet.
And this conflict, hindered assimilation, because it weakened
an old bond of understanding if not union. Into this Protestant
world millions of non-Protestants were pouring. There were,
for example, the poor Jews. They were rapidly being torn
away from the ways of life learned in eastern ghettoes but not
provided with new ways of life by an American society itself
perplexed and drifting. The earlier Portuguese and German
Jewish immigration moved into a society which was far more
confident of its aims and standards. As far as the Jewish
immigrants were orthodox, they were moving into a society
which shared with them a common literary inheritance.
Americans whose parents called their children not merely